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Critical Thinking About Values: A Community Discussion
All members of the campus
community are invited to participate in discussions of the University values initiati\·e and the future of education at BGSU on
Monday and Tuesday, Nov. 5-6.
Sessions will begin C'\·ery hour on
the hour from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. in
01.scamp 101 to accommodate
C'\'en· class and work schedule.
The discussions will focus on
the recommendations dC'\·eloped
by the University Committee on
Vision and Values, which were
sent to all faculty and staff this
summer and are available online
at www.bgsu.edu/officeslpresident/vision/committee.html
Those recommendations present
an agenda for change that would
make critical thinking about
values central to the student
experience at BGSU. The
committees vision seeks to foster
greater intellectual engagement
among students, better prepare
students to think critically about
the values that underlie important
social, political, scientific and
professional issues, encourage
students to act on their values,
and, ultimatel}~ graduate ethically
aware, principled citizens.
To realize this vision. the
committee has recommended that
the University be more purposeful
in communicating its expectations
and shaping students· experience
from the day they enter the Universir.: This includes an intensive
orientation that clearly conveys
our purpose and a small, firstsemester general education course
(offered in a variety of disciplines
and interdisciplinary areas) that
introduces students to critical
thinking about values, dC'\·elops
the sensibilities and skills necessary to undenakc this work. and

fosters intellectual engagement
and a commitment to act on
ones values.
In addition, the committee
recommends a junior bridge
experience and a senior
capstone course to ensure that
the seed planted in the freshman year matures and blooms
as students move toward
graduation. Because students
spend most of their time outside of class, the committees
recommendations also look
beyond the curriculum, suggesting an integrated set of cocurricular experiences that
amplify and nurture critical
thinking about values and offer
students opportunities to act
on their values.
In defining its mission and
dC'\·eloping its proposals, the
committee insisted that we
avoid promulgating a particular set of values. Our focus, it
stipulated, should be on critical thinking about values and
not on prescribing the values
students should embrace, how
they should apply them, or
how thC'\· should resolve conflict am~ng values they hold.
Rather, the Universitv should
aspire to help studen'ts clarify
their values, examine them
critically, articulate them
clearly, and make thoughtful,
principled decisions about
moral choices they will make
as citizens and professionals.
The committee has offered
general directions rather than a
detailed blueprinL Pilot
projects cmTanly under dC'\·clopment \\ill help refine the
plan. So, too, \\ill ,igorous
discussion in the communit}:
That discussion has already
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begun and \\ill continue \\ith
the discussions scheduled for
No\'. 5-6. As communit}· members participate in these discussions, they might ponder these
questions:
• What role should the Universit}· play in preparing principled citizens who can make
informed decisions about complex moral issues?

• Do we do things at BGSU
that assist students in creating a
world more like the one we \\ish
existed? How can we do more of
those things?
•What does •critical thinking about values~ mean to you
and what role should it play in
our classes and co-curricular
activities?
(Continued on back)

Conference on Scholarship of
Teaching and Leaming slated
On Friday and Saturda}~ No\: 2-3, a dozen visiting Carnegie
Scholars from a variety of disciplines and universities across the
nation and from BGSU will unite to discuss ~New Directions in the
Scholarship of Teaching and Leaming.~
BGSU \\ill host the conference, which was organized by Cunis
Bennett, mathematics and statistics, and himself a Carnegie Scholar.
The event is co-sponsored by the Office of the Provost and the College of Arts & Sciences. All members of the campus community are
welcome to participate in the free conference. All sessions will be
held in Olscamp Hall
The purpose of the conference is not to teach people to be better
teachers. Rather, it is designed to explore and illuminate the scholarship of teaching and learning and how facult}· can integrate serious
investigation of teaching in their disciplines into their scholarly lives.
This approach to teaching-dC'\·eloped by the Carnegie Foundation
for the Advancement of Teaching-involves framing and S}'Stematically investigating questions relating to student learning: the conditions under which it occurs, what it looks like, and how to deepen iL
A full schedule for the conference, including abstracts of many
talks, may be found on the Web at ·www-math.bgsu.edu/-cbennet/
conference. For further information, contact Mary Hitt, College of
Arts & Sciences, at mjhitt@bgneLbgsu.edu, or 2-2340.

Data network cutover complete
The transition to the
Universitys new telephone S}'Stem wasn't the only cutover
completed \\ithin the BGsupemet
project this month.
On OcL 9, the last of 8,212
dC'\ices (mainly computers and
printers) in University academic
and administrative buildings was
S\\itched to the new data
network.
Disconnecting almost all of
those S\-Stems from the old network aiid connecting them to
BGsupemet were si.~ Information
Technology Senices staffJerome Freeman, Mike Good and
Jim Kirkum, all technology suppon specialists for the infrasnucture project, and Bill Bigelo\\~
Shawn Parsons and Chris Toth,
all senior network technicians
for ITS.
The si~ technicians touched
almost C'\"ery dC\ice on campus
not in Universitv residences..
Aside from the ~dcnces
where 4,492 student-owned
S}-stems are also on the new

network-the only exceptions
are in the Northwest Ohio Regional libtar}: That building
\\ill be switched to BGsupemet
next month.
Most of the work was done in
less than six months between
March and late August, at an
average of 60-100 computers per
da}: And despite challenges, it
was all done on or ahead of
schedule. The ITS staffers also
installed about 50 network
printers.
The result of the data network
cutover is reliable and highspeed access to on-campus resources, and for ITS, an accurate
asset inventory and a S}-Stem for
keeping it up-to-date. Helping
make the latter improvements
happen are software programs
written by ITS graduate assistant
Aaron Patterson.
His contributions were among
those of many people who
complemented the daily efforts of
the six technicians to make the
cutover a success.

Giordano to speak
on lifelong effects of
juvenile delinquency

-~

Peggy Giordano, Distinguished
Research Professor of Sociolog)~ will deliver
the first presentation in the Arts &: Sciences
Distinguished Faculty Lecture Series at
4 p.m. on Thursday (Nov. 1) in the McFall
Assembly Room. A reception in Giordano's
Peggy Giordano
honor will follow her talk.
Giordano's lecture is entitled ·Bad Girls,
Bad Women?: The Play of Agency Across the Life Course." It draws
on interviews completed in 1982 \\ith residents of Ohio institutions
for delinquent adolescent girls and boys and follow-up inteniews
\\ith these individuals conducted in 1996, when they a\·eraged 30
years of age.
She \\ill describe what became of this ·class of '82," dra\\ing on
the extensive life history narratives of the women (and men). She
\\ill focus on variabilitv in the success of womens adult transitions
and characterize mec~ through which some women managed
to break away from lives characterized by economic and social marginality, \iolence and crime.
Giordano's research has examined the influence of social networks on adolescent development, the impact of ethnicity and gender on relationship processes. female crime delinquenq: the dynamics of peer influence, crime across the course of life, and dating
during adolescence.
Since coming to BGSU in 19H, Giordano has received more than
$3 million in federal research grants. She is principal investigator,
with Wendy Manning and Monica A. Longmore, both sociolog)·. in
a study of dating relationships and adolescent fertilil): The work ts
funded by a $13 million grant from the National Institute of Child
Health and Development through the National Institutes of Health.
They have also recently been awarded $560,000 from the W T.
Grant Foundation to study the children of the chronic offenders
they have been working with since 1982.
A 1970 Phi Beta Kappa graduate of the University of Missouri,
Giordano did her graduate work at the University of Minnesota.
where in 1974 she earned a doctorate in sociolog):
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A Community Discussion
(Continued from front)
• To what extent do we
currently promote critical
thinking about values in and
out of the classroom? What
more can or should we do?

• What do vou know about
the Universitv,Committee on
VLSion &: Val~es recommendations? What do you see as the
strengths and weaknesses?

campus calendar.....

Monday. Oct. 29
Office Supply Product Show
hosted by Office DepoL Meet
new Office Depot representatives, several manufacturers and
vendors. noon-3 p.m.. McFall
Center Gallen:
Presentation. ·Anthrax and
Bioterrorism: The M\-ths and the
Realities; by Christine
Genovese. biolOg): 12:30 p.m.,
115 West Building. BGSU
Firelands.
Dissertation Defcnse.
Re\iew of applications \\ill begin ·Fundraising Practices at
Nov. 2 and continue until the
Selected Midwestern Two-Year
position is filled.
Colleges: Community.Junior.
Bookstore Director (Mand Technical College Founda096)- Universitv Bookstore.
tions in the Twentv-First CenAdministrative~del8.Re\iC\\· tur):- by Tommy J'. Stevenson.
of applications \\ill begin Nov. 6
higer education administration.
and continue until the position
1-3 p.m., +H Education Buildis filled.
ing.
Assistant Director of ResiCFDR Speaker Series, -eondence life (residential neightinuity Amidst Restructuring:
borhoods) (S--093}-0ffice of
The U.S. Gender Di\ision of
Residence Life. Administrative
Labor in Geographic Perspective,
grade 14. RC\iC\\' of applications
1970-90.~ presented by Larry
\\ill begin Nov. 16 and continue
Brown. Ohio State Uni\·ersil):
until the position is filled.
2:30-3:20 p.m.. 1011 Business
Psychologist (S-097)-Coun- Administration Building.
seling Center. Administram·e
grade 14 for non-licensed and 17 Tuesday.Oct.JO
French Film Series, ·Gadjo
for licensed. Deadline: Nov. 27.
Dilo~ (1998), 7:30 p.m., Gish
Ftlm Theater, Hanna Hall.

job postings . ...... .
FACULTY
Music Performance Studies.
Assistant professor. Call Laura
Melton, 2-2188. Deadline: Jan.
15, 2002.
School of ArL Instructor.
Call Ronjacomini. 2-2786.
Deadline: March 4. 2002.
Contact Human Resources at
372-8421 for information regarding the follo\\ing:
a.ASSIAED
There are no new listings for
theweekof OcL 29.
ADMINISTRATIVE
Assistant director of Recreational Spons. Aquatic Programs (S-092)- Recreational
Sports. Administram·e grade 14.

Defensive driving class rescheduled
The Defensive Driver Training Class for employees originally
scheduled SepL 27 \\ill be held Thursday (Nov. 1) from 9 a.m. to
noon in Olscarnp Hall. Contact Kim Miller in Risk Management at
2-2127 for more information.

Get Involved with Spring BIG Welcome
The Office of Campus Development invites organizational amisors to promote their groups activities for Jan. H-26, 2002. Those
interested in advertising or conducting a workshop for the Spring
BiG Welcome can contact Sarah Helm. Spring Wdcome Coordinator, by Monday. Nov. 5, at shelm@bgneLbgsu.edu or 2-2298.

Wednesday. Oct. 31
Brown Bag Luncheon.
·Demystifying Bats!- presented
by Laura Ponceby-Zitzelberger,
from Natures Nurser): noon-1
p.m., 107 Hanna Hall.
Thursday. Nm•. l
CHHS Pnsentation Forum,

MPromoting the VLSibility of
Older Women in Research. Education and Poli~" \\ith Nancy
Orel. gerontolOg)~ 4-5 p.m.. 217
Student Health Center Building.
Equity Week Forum,
-Divided We Fall.~ equity issues
on U. S. college campuses. 4-6

II

p.m., lOlA Olscarnp Hall.
International Film Series,
-Lili Marleen- (1981, Germanv),
7:30 p.m., Gish Film Theater,'
HannaHall.

Friday. Nov. 2
Social Philosophy & Policy
Center Colloquium, -Plato and
the Ship of State,- presented by
Da\id Keyt, philosophy facull)· at
University of Washington.
3 p.m.. 301 Shatzel Hall.
Continuing Events
Nov. 1-4
Firelands Theatre Production. ·0ur Towt\ bv Thornton
\Vtlder, 8 p.m. Nov'l-3 and 2:30
p.m. No\: 4, McBride Auditorium. For ticket information.
call 2-0747.
Nov. 3-18
Art E-diibition. ·opening
Links: JC\\·elry and Metals Exhibition,- \Villard Wankelman Gallery. Opening reception 7-9 p.m.,
No\: 2. Gallen· hours are 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Tuesday-Saturda): and
1-4 p.m. Sundays.
Through Nov. 16 and 18
Art fahibitions, ·Next Question.~ collaborative artist team.
Kennedy Green Room. Moore
Musical Arts Center, through
No\: 16. ·Somebody Elses
Dream: GregoI)· Barsamian.sculptor, Dorothy Uber BI)-an
Gallery, Fine Arts Center, through
No\: 18. Gallery hours are 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., Tuesday-Saturda)~
and 1-4 p.m. Sundays.
Through Dec. 4
Planetarium Show, ·Lunar
Odyssey: The Moon for One and
All." at 8 p.m. Tuesdays and
Fridays and 7:30 p.m. on Sundays, Planetarium. S 1 donation
suggested. Also showing at 2 p.m.
Saturday. Nov. 3 and 17.

